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Helsinki	
  Consultation	
  	
  -­‐	
  2011	
  Paris	
  Statement	
  
	
  
The	
  second	
  Helsinki	
  Consultation	
  on	
  Jewish	
  Continuity	
  in	
  the	
  Body	
  of	
  Messiah	
  
met	
  in	
  Paris,	
  France	
  June	
  24-­‐28,	
  2011.	
  Building	
  on	
  the	
  2010	
  Helsinki	
  Declaration	
  
(see	
  below)	
  Jewish	
  scholars	
  from	
  France,	
  Germany,	
  Israel,	
  Russia,	
  the	
  United	
  
Kingdom,	
  and	
  the	
  United	
  States,	
  belonging	
  to	
  Catholic,	
  Orthodox,	
  Protestant	
  and	
  
Messianic	
  traditions,	
  deepened	
  their	
  relationships	
  and	
  advanced	
  in	
  their	
  
discussion	
  of	
  crucial	
  issues	
  concerning	
  the	
  relationship	
  of	
  the	
  Body	
  of	
  Christ	
  to	
  
the	
  people	
  of	
  Israel.	
  

	
  
The	
  theme	
  of	
  this	
  year’s	
  consultation	
  was	
  “Am	
  Israel	
  –	
  our	
  People”.	
  As	
  the	
  many	
  
papers	
  demonstrated,	
  the	
  identity	
  of	
  the	
  Jewish	
  People	
  is	
  complex,	
  consisting	
  of	
  
historical,	
  familial,	
  ethnic,	
  cultural	
  and	
  spiritual	
  components	
  that	
  are	
  all	
  essential	
  
and	
  inseparable.	
  The	
  paradoxical	
  nature	
  of	
  Jewish	
  identity	
  challenges	
  us	
  to	
  avoid	
  
reductionist	
  interpretation	
  and	
  to	
  explore	
  further	
  the	
  mystery	
  of	
  our	
  people.	
  	
  
	
  
As	
  Jewish	
  believers	
  in	
  Jesus,	
  we	
  affirm	
  our	
  identity	
  as	
  both	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  people	
  of	
  
Israel	
  and	
  of	
  the	
  Body	
  of	
  Christ.	
  	
  We	
  recognise	
  the	
  pain	
  this	
  affirmation	
  may	
  
cause	
  to	
  some	
  of	
  those	
  of	
  our	
  people	
  who	
  do	
  not	
  believe	
  in	
  Yeshua.	
  	
  We	
  are	
  also	
  
aware	
  of	
  the	
  misunderstanding	
  that	
  can	
  occur	
  in	
  the	
  Church	
  when	
  we	
  state	
  that	
  
we	
  continue	
  to	
  be	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  Jewish	
  people.	
  	
  
	
  
Nevertheless,	
  we	
  believe	
  that	
  we	
  are	
  a	
  living	
  witness	
  to	
  the	
  mysterious	
  and	
  
invisible	
  bond	
  which	
  persists	
  between	
  the	
  Church	
  and	
  Israel.	
  Our	
  dual	
  
membership	
  brings	
  us	
  into	
  a	
  unique	
  relationship	
  with	
  one	
  another,	
  and	
  also	
  
entails	
  weighty	
  responsibilities	
  and	
  formidable	
  challenges.	
  Our	
  two	
  communities	
  
have	
  been	
  separated	
  but	
  belong	
  together.	
  We	
  bear	
  witness	
  to	
  the	
  tragedy	
  of	
  their	
  
division	
  and	
  herald	
  the	
  hope	
  of	
  their	
  future	
  reconciliation.	
  	
  
	
  
We	
  are	
  exploring	
  how	
  this	
  unique	
  relationship	
  to	
  one	
  another	
  as	
  Jewish	
  
believers	
  in	
  Jesus	
  might	
  take	
  visible	
  form	
  as	
  a	
  wider	
  fellowship	
  dedicated	
  to	
  the	
  
service	
  of	
  the	
  Jewish	
  people	
  and	
  the	
  body	
  of	
  Messiah.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  	
  


